
STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF AMENDMENT TO H.R. 911 - OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE PETE HOEKSTRA -

Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I offer an amendment that will ensure that parents of children in residential treatment facilities have control over any medication - including contraception - being prescribed to their child.

The purpose of this amendment is to protect children who are away from their families in a residential treatment facility and are supposed to be receiving help for very difficult problems.

More broadly, this amendment goes to the issue of parental rights and the role of parents or legal guardians in a child's life - particularly when it comes to matters as serious as the health and well-being of a child.   
The parents and legal guardians who have raised and cared for these children, who know and understand their children and their medical histories best, should receive priority regarding decisions to prescribe new or changed medications.  Parents and legal guardians should be provided the opportunity, and have a right, to exercise their role as the primary medical decision makers for their children.
For example, prescription drugs, such as medication to treat psychiatric conditions, can have a major impact on the mind and the body of an adult, let alone on the young mind and the young body of a child.  These decisions regarding prescription drugs should only be made by a qualified medical doctor with the expressed consent of a parent or legal guardian.  
Parental consent does not infringe in any way on the role of the medical facility at a treatment facility.  Nor should the medical personnel at treatment facilities infringe on the rights of parents.  The expertise of the staff and the physicians would still be fully utilized in the diagnosis and, upon parental consent, the dispensing of prescription medication.

A parent is one of the most powerful influences in a child's life.  Preserving the rights of parents in the case of a child residing in a treatment facility is imperative.  A parent or a legal guardian must be given proper authority over the course of treatment provided to their child.
Thank you again, Mr. Chairman.
