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Good Morning.

Chairman Kildee, I first want to say how pleased I am that you have taken over the helm of this Subcommittee.  I very much look forward to working directly with you again on the important issues within our jurisdiction.  I am particularly pleased that we are here today to discuss an issue that is of vital importance to our neediest children, Head Start.  What better way to kick off your Chairmanship than to begin with a truly bipartisan issue.

As most people in this room know, this Committee is set to consider reauthorization of the Head Start program for the third time.  At one point I was optimistic that this renewal would have been completed by now, clearly I was wrong.  Despite that, I am going to remain optimistic that we get there this Congress!

Despite ups and downs in the process over the past several years, there are several notions that have remained clear.  Primarily, that this program retains its focus on allowing economically disadvantaged children access to the same educational, health, nutritional, social, and other services that were enjoyed by their more affluent peers.  The goal of the program was, as it remains today, to provide children a solid foundation that will prepare them for success in school and later in life.  Over time, this program has provided this service to nearly 20 million low-income children and their families.  Currently, in my home state of Delaware, Head Start programs serve over 1,500 children, with almost 500 additional four year olds receiving assistance through state government funding.  I am pleased that we have a witness this morning who will discuss how other Head Start can coordinate with state pre-K and other early childhood development programs.
We all can also agree on the need for Head Start and its successes.  We must also recognize that Head Start can produce even greater results for children. Students who attend Head Start programs do start school more prepared than those with similar backgrounds that do not attend Head Start.  However, Head Start students continue to enter kindergarten well below national norms in school readiness.  We must remain focused on how we can close this school readiness gap.  
As I have said, I believe strongly in the Head Start program.  Despite these stories, we have also heard many stories of programs in which funds were being diverted away from this purpose.  I trust that as we move forward, we will all identify areas, based on recommendations from the Government Accountability Office, of how we can prevent future incidents.
As I said at the outset, Head Start is an important and very popular program.  The importance of early childhood education and services cannot be overstated.  I look forward to hearing from today's witnesses about what is happening on the ground, particularly since it is almost 2 years since this Committee last reviewed the program, and in anticipation of our job to reauthorize the program.

Thank you.  

