Opening Statement of the Hon. Mike Castle (R-DE)

Committee on Education and Labor Hearing on

"After School Programs: How the Bush Administration's Budget Impacts Children and Families"


  Good Morning. We're here today to examine 21st Century Community Learning Centers --which as you know-- provide a variety of important services, including education, sports, community service and other enriching activities to many students around the country. 

I would also like to welcome our witnesses and thank all of you for being here to testify today. Specifically, I would like to recognize Ms. Theresa Kough. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to discuss the changes made to the 21st Century Community Learning Center (CCLC) program under the 2001 No Child Left Behind Act, the benefits of after school programs. I hope we can discuss the ways in which program is working to increase student achievement and how the program can be strengthened. 

         As you know, when NCLB was signed into law, the administration of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program was transferred from the United States Department of Education to individual state departments of education. 

         Since 2002, states have awarded competitive grants to state entities such as school districts, and local and national community-based organizations to offer an array of activities to complement regular academic programs to not only improve academic skills, but also to provide social opportunities. 

In my home state of Delaware, Ms. Kough oversees twenty-five 21st CCLC programs which operate in 55 sites throughout the state. 

As Ms. Kough will discuss in her testimony, the number of Delaware students enrolled in its 21st CCLC programs has grown substantially over the last several years. Delaware students in 21st CCLC programs have also made a number of academic gains in reading and mathematics. 

In Delaware and throughout the United States, the importance of after school programs is apparent. Each afternoon millions of students around the nation leave school with no place to go because they lack affordable, accessible after school opportunities.  In the hours when children are most likely to commit or be the victim of a crime, parents and caretakers, for a variety of reasons are unable to arrange or afford a better alternative.

21st CCLC programs give school-aged children the option of using this time for growth and opportunity instead. In fact, according to the Afterschool Alliance, results of evaluations and teacher reports have revealed positive trends in behavior and achievement for students who regularly attend 21st Century Community Learning Centers. However, federal funding for 21st CCLC programs was never intended to merely keep students off the streets. Instead, the program is intended to provide meaningful educational opportunities.

Although there are many positive outcomes associated with CCLCs, U.S. Department of Education reports which evaluated CCLC after school programs, from 2001 and 2004, did not find significant improvements in academic achievement. Additionally, a third report from the U.S. Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) found that generally, the program had no impact on reading test scores or grades.

I find these results to be problematical and hope to hear from the witnesses their suggestions for raising academic standards within this important program. 

Additionally, before considering the Administration's proposal to transform the program into an after school and summer school scholarship program, it is important that we consider ways in which the program can be improved to continue serving all deserving children while making strides towards closing the achievement gap.

I believe strongly in the principles of No Child Left Behind and the programs which fall under NCLB. The importance of closing the achievement gap cannot be overstated and I look forward to hearing from today's witnesses their suggestions for doing so. Thank you all again - I yield back the balance of my time.

