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Thank you Madame Chairwoman, good morning, and let me extend a warm welcome to our distinguished panel of witnesses.
Before we begin, I’d like to take a moment to reflect on the somber anniversary being marked today.  Seven years ago, our nation was forever changed by the murderous acts of a band of terrorists determined to undermine our very way of life.  I’m proud of how our nation responded, with selfless acts of patriotism and courage, and a determination to maintain our freedom and defeat those who attack our citizens and our values.  As we take this opportunity today to look at the institutions that strengthen our communities, we must all remember that those strong communities have stood in the face of terrorism and maintained the power of the American spirit.

We are here early this morning to discuss the tremendous roles that museums and libraries play in strengthening the nation’s local communities. I particularly look forward to hearing from the Institute for Museum and Library Services who will discuss their support for IMLS programs and how they assist various museum and libraries with achieving their missions and goals.

Our nation’s museums and libraries have historically played a vital role in helping society experience, explore, discover, and make sense of the ever changing world. Today, that role is more essential than ever. Through building technological infrastructure and strengthening community relationships, museums and libraries can offer the public unprecedented access and expertise in transforming information overload into knowledge.

In many communities across America, the local library is the only place people of all ages and backgrounds can find, and freely use, a diverse set of resources,  with the expert guidance of librarians. And far too often, the hometown library serves as the only public access to the Internet.
Not to be left out, the treasures of our nation’s museums enable people to explore collections for inspiration, learning and enjoyment. They are institutions that collect, safeguard and make accessible artifacts and specimens, which they hold in trust for society.
As you know madam chairwoman, I am sitting in today for Mr. Platts, and I would like to ask unanimous consent to submit his opening statement for the record.  Once again, I want to thank our witnesses for being here to discuss this important topic.  I look forward to your testimony.  Thank you Chairwoman McCarthy, and I yield back.
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