[image: image1.jpg]Committee on Education and Labor
| Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, Senior Republican Member NM@ UP@A\T‘E |
Fiscally responsible reforms for students, workers and retirees. .

* 2101 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 * 202.225.4527 * http://republicans.edlabor.house.gov





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





CONTACT: Alexa Marrero
October 18, 2007







(202) 225-4527
	Statement of Howard P. “Buck” McKeon (R-CA)

Senior Republican Member, Education and Labor Committee

H.R. 3796, Early Warning and Health Care for Workers Affected by Globalization Act
Amendment to Reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act (WIA)
It has been nine years since Congress last reauthorized the Workforce Investment Act, known as WIA.  We made dramatic improvements through the last reauthorization, strengthening the nationwide system of one-stop job training centers where workers can access a variety of training services.

The system has served job seekers well – WIA now integrates employment and training services at the local level in a more unified workforce development system, which it did not do prior to the 1998 reforms.  Yet without renewal today, it cannot possibly keep pace with the rapidly changing needs of workers in a dynamic economy.

Earlier this month, Republicans unveiled a comprehensive roadmap for reforming both job training and higher education.  The Higher Education Act and WIA each play a critical role in keeping Americans competitive by developing the skills and knowledge necessary in a changing economy.  Unfortunately, Democrats have not offered proposals to strengthen either of these critical programs.

In offering this amendment today, I hope to restart a dialogue about how we can improve the services available to assist dislocated workers.  Although this amendment is very relevant to the needs of dislocated workers, it is not technically germane under the procedural rules of the House, and I intend to withdraw it.  However, I believe strongly that we cannot continue to stand idly by as our job training system cries out for reform.  I hope this discussion will be a first step in laying the groundwork for a comprehensive approach that truly serves job seekers.

My proposal will strengthen WIA’s infrastructure, eliminate duplication and waste, increase accountability, enhance the role of employers, and increase state and local flexibility.  Together, these reforms will ensure the nation’s workforce development system can respond quickly and effectively to the changing needs of job seekers and those in need of training.

The time for job training reform is long overdue.  The Department of Labor has made efforts to allow flexibility and creativity within the existing system, and numerous stakeholders have proposed innovative new strategies.  However, this type of reform has been hampered because Congress has failed to act.

One of the most important steps we can take to strengthen our job training system is to increase program efficiency and focus on results.  We must eliminate duplication and redundancy, and create a more seamless system that can be flexible based on changing needs.

-more-

Our bill will eliminate current barriers to effective programs and services.  We will enhance the services offered to job seekers, providing greater flexibility and eliminating arbitrary requirements that prevent some workers from getting the services they need.  We also plan to restore longstanding hiring protections to faith-based organizations in order to ensure they are able to participate fully in the job training system.

To foster regional economic development, the Republican plan would allow regional areas to integrate workforce development programs, one-stop services, and community and economic development funds into a comprehensive workforce development system.

Finally, our plan would strengthen programs targeted toward specific populations, improving adult education, vocational rehabilitation, and youth programs.

The underlying bill is supposed to address the needs of workers who lose their jobs through globalization.  Yet the bill does nothing to prepare these workers to get new jobs or receive training.  I believe there is a better way to serve these workers.

This Committee has an obligation to reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act.  I hope today we can make a firm commitment to work together and finally take action.  I yield back the balance of my time.
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