Thank you Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member McKeon, for marking up H.R. 980, the “Public Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act” today.

 Firefighters, police officers, and emergency medical technicians are our first responders. They are the people who run toward fires, gunshots, and disasters instead of running away.  We depend on these brave men and women in ways that most people rarely think about until they are in trouble. It is important to take care of our public safety employees, and ensure that they have basic collective bargaining rights. 
 I believe that my good friends Representative Jimmy Duncan and Representative Dale Kildee have constructed a strong, bipartisan bill, and I urge my colleagues’ support. I yield back. 






